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PROGRAMME 
 

08.30 Registration & Coffee 
Refectory & Small Hall 

Please visit the Peace Fair booths 
  

09.15 Welcome and Introductions 
 

Mistress of Ceremonies ï Sonja Basic 

Rotary Welcome by Host Area Co-ordinator, Dick Hazlehurst 

"Where are they now?  

an update on some previous Bradford Peace Fellowsò 
 

Bill Huntley Endowment update ï David Black 

University Welcome by Vice-Chancellor, Professor Mark Cleary 
 

Presentations by Class IX members 
 
 

Huot Sokunthea  

ñLand Conflicts in Cambodiaò. 

 

Guest Speaker, Mark Segal  
"From BSOS to Benghazi:  

life of a government conflict advisor" 
 

Coffee  
Please visit the Peace Fair booths 

 

Katja Karppinen, Jillian Larsen, Bianca Neff  

ñHumanitarian Response to the Somali Refugee Crisisò  

 

Introduction of Class X RPF &  

Explanation of new speaking arrangements ï Dick Hazlehurst 

 

Evanston Perspective ï Rebecca Crall, 
Supervisor, Rotary Peace Centers  

 



12:30 Lunch  
 

Lunch will be served in the refectory on D floor, overlooking the Atrium, and in 

the Small Hall, directly opposite the exit from the Great Hall.  
 

Please visit the Peace Fair booths ï Peace Fair closes after the lunch 

break 
 

13:40 Further Presentations by Class IX members 
 

Maria Masullo  

ñBradford, Bruxelles, Bologna and returnðAFE in the heart of Europeò. 

 

Sonja Basic & Marina Kharlamova  
"Alternative approaches to building peace"  

 

Guest Speaker ï Chris Cushing 
ñFuture Challenges to the International Humanitarian System:  

2030 & Beyondò  
 

Kayo Yoshida & Peter Opata 

ñCivil Conflict, Peacebuilding and Reconciliation;  

Experience from Sierra Leoneò  
 

Juliana Amal  

ñConflict Mineralsò 

 

Closing Remarks 

Rotary Foundation Trustee, Ian Riseley 
 

Thank you and Bon Voyage - MC Sonja  

 

16.15 Tea  
 

The Peace Fellows will be around during tea, giving an opportunity for 

you to ask any questions which have occurred to you during the day. 

  



THE MEMBERS OF CLASS IX (2010-11) 
 

Sonja Basic 
AUSTRALIA 
Degree: MA Candidate - Conflict, Security and Development 

Sponsored by: The Rotary Club of Ashgrove ï The Gap, 

District 9600 
Areas of Special interest: The role of cultural initiatives in 

peace-building and conflict resolution, youth development, 

gender and sustainable development. 

Applied Field Experience: United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) Brasilia, Brazil. I worked as a research 

assistant at the UNDP International Policy Centre for Inclusive 
Growth (IPC-IG), a global forum for policy dialogue and south

-south learning and cooperation regarding development inno-

vations. My key activity was assisting with the preparation of 
the centreôs flagship report for the Rio +20 Earth Summit in 

2012, focusing on the relationship between gender and the environment in inclusive growth (particularly 

womenôs contribution to agriculture and vulnerability to environmental issues in the developing world). 
In keeping with the themes of development innovations and inclusiveness, I also undertook site visits and 

research in Rio de Janeiro with NGOs undertaking innovative projects to building peace, particularly though 

the arts and cultural development. This builds on my experience earlier in the year, where I volunteered at a 
youth arts festival promoting reconciliation between segregated groups in northern Bosnia. Such examples 

provide creative, non-traditional approaches to peace-building and development that I believe are necessary 

(alongside the conventional) to achieve sustainable peace. 
Future plans: To build peace, intercultural dialogue and cooperation through service activities and develop-

ment work with an international organisation or NGO. 

 
 

Katja Karppinen 
FINLAND 
Degree: MA Candidate ï International Politics and Security Studies 

Sponsored by: The Rotary club of Lauritsala, District 1430, Finland 
Areas of special interest: International and intercultural relations, 

education and communication, equality, sustainable development, 

forced migration and statelessness. 
Applied Field Experience: I spent four months working for the UN 

Refugee Agencyôs (UNHCR) Regional office for Baltic and Nordic 

countries, located in Stockholm, Sweden. I mainly worked for the Ex-
ternal Relations Unit, following and writing summaries of the develop-

ments on the media about refugee and asylum-seeker related issues in 

the eight countries covered by the office. I also took part in public infor-
mation and awareness as well as fundraising efforts in response to the crisis in the Horn of Africa. Further-

more I was involved in organizing different events, writing web articles and other materials, and among other 

things, translating and editing different texts ranging from press releases to the Protection Unitôs legal docu-
mentation. During my stay in Sweden the UNHCR launched ñ1 campaignò aiming to raise awareness of refu-

gee issues and to emphasise that even 1 refugee is 1 too many. The numbers of refugees have risen especially 

during the summer, and it is important to remember that behind these numbers there are real people, each of 
whom matters. This is one of the thoughts I will touch on in my presentation, as well as other experiences, 

insights and ñlessons learnedò from my time in Sweden with the UNHCR.  

Future aspirations: I want to develop myself further both personally and professionally, and ultimately would 

like to work in humanitarian affairs in an international organization or governmental body. 

 



Marina Kharlamova  
RUSSIA 
Education: MA Candidate ï Conflict Resolution  

Language Proficiency: Russian (native), English, Spanish (basic) 

Sponsor Club: Rotary Club of Neva, St. Petersburg, District 2220 
Areas of special interest: Creative approaches to peace-building and conflict 

resolution; intercultural communication and diversity; and transformative 

learning. 
AFE: Open World Leadership Center, Library of Congress, Washington DC 

In pursuit of creativity in peacemaking, I spent my AFE conducting research 

on how international exchange programs can contribute to a óculture of 

peaceô by enhancing mutual understanding through immersion and interac-

tion. Being a member of an international exchange program myself and hav-
ing been a facilitator in another program for over six years I intended to 

critically examine the potential of such programs in peace and relationship 

building. I was interested to discover conditions necessary to increase the 
long-lasting results of exchange programs through applying the modern 

knowledge about human behavior and peace science. I focused my research 

on exchange programs that work with current and future leaders from differ-
ent countries, as it is crucially important for sustainable peace and develop-

ment to train new generation leaders, consisting of people who are able to 

operate and network in an environment of cultural diversity. Most of my fieldwork has been done in Washing-

ton DC with the Congressionally sponsored Open World Leadership Center, that since its opening in 1999 has 

initiated professional and cultural exchange of over 17,000 emerging leaders from Russia, Ukraine, Azerbai-

jan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Lithuania, and Uzbekistan. There I 
not only evaluated the positive role of exchange programs tailored to work with leaders, but also analyzed the 

challenges presented to the success of such programs by miscommunication and lack of intercultural compe-

tence.  
Plans for the future: Iôm going to stay a passionate and active supporter of international exchange as well as 

other creative ways of peace-building and conflict resolution 

 

Bianca Neff 
USA 
Degree: MA Candidate - Conflict Resolution 
Sponsored by: Great Bridge Rotary Club, District 7600 

Areas of special interest: Radical Disagreement and Dialogue; Media-
tion/Negotiation; Inter-Faith Dialogue; Ethnic Conflict Resolution; Ne-

gotiation with radicals and armed groups; Central Asia/Afghanistan/Iran; 

Islamic Studies 
Applied Field Experience: I was based at UN Headquarters in Geneva 

with the Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). My 

responsibilities included monitoring global humanitarian, conflict and 

natural disaster hotspots in order to direct critical coordination-related 

information to Under-Secretary General Valerie Amos for her daily 

meetings with UN Headquarters in New York. As OCHA is responsible 
for the coordination of all humanitarian activity for both UN-related 

agencies and non-UN organizations (Red Cross, Medicins Sans Fron-

tieres, etc.), I was able to get a behind-the-scenes look at the headquarters of the global humanitarian system in 
action. I also closely monitored the negotiations in Somalia with al Shabaab for humanitarian access in the 

Horn of Africa crisis.  

Future plans: To facilitate dialogue, mediation and negotiations in peace processes in the Islamic world, 
specifically in Central Asia, through technical expertise, through ethnographic consultation, and through the 

support of indigenous conflict resolution strategies. 

 



Peter Paul Opata 
UGANDA 
Degree: MA Candidate - African Peace and Conflict Studies.   

Sponsored by: Rotary Club of Kampala Central, District 9200, 

Uganda  

Areas of special interest: Global environmental politics and how 

these impact developing countries - particularly Africa and Asia. 

The other area is genuine and transparent development coopera-
tion. I am also interested in a wide range of other issues that propa-

gate conflicts in the developing world, such as renewal and non-

renewable resources and how these could trigger peaceful develop-

ment. Other areas are gender issues, reproductive health including 

HIV & AIDS, humanitarian work and developing local solutions to 

local problems.   
Applied Field Experience: My AFE saw me arrive in Freetown 

Sierra Leone where I interned with Campaign for Good Govern-

ance (CGG) and developed two proposals for possible funding and also edited articles for the Transitional 
Justice Research Network online newsletter; before I moved to intern with Fambul Tok International (FTI), an 

organisation leading locally managed reconciliation initiatives in the aftermath of the decade long civil war 

that tore Sierra Leone apart in the early 1990s only ending in 2002.  
My presentation will particularly dwell on the work I did with FTI because of the growing recognition for 

local reconciliation efforts to deliver the much needed promise for other development activities in post conflict 

countries.  This builds on the experience I had during the Africa study visit earlier in March 2011 in Rwanda 
from where I also learnt a lot of inspiring lessons on how the country was able to get on the path to recovery 

after the deep scars caused by the genocide of 1994. 
Future plans ï I aspire to join an international organisation that would provide me an arena to create real 

meaningful and changing impacts on the lives of the less advantaged members of this planet Earth. Of course I 

would love to work for government, to be party to the change agents that would create a better world for the 
people of Uganda or in any developing country. I am also remotely considering a PhD in order to deepen my 

understanding of some of the interesting topics I came across during my MA. But most importantly for now, I 

want to reunite with my family and be able to find the means to provide for them.  
 

 

Kayo Yoshida 
JAPAN 
Sponsored by: District 2750  

Language proficiency: Japanese, English,  
Undergraduate degree: International studies; Develop-

ment Economics, Peace Study 

Areas of special interest: HIV/AIDS, DDR, Child Sol-
diers, Peace-building in post-conflict countries in Africa.  

Applied Field Experiences: I was working for WANEP-

West Africa Network for Peace-building. WANEP is a net 
work organization working in comprehensive peace-

building activities in collaboration with 56 local civil socie-

ties: 1) Enhancing Capacity for Change, 2) Engage Women 
and Youth in Peace-building, 3) Participatory Governance 

and Inclusion, 4) Peaceful border communities for early 
warning. My main activity was to support them to organize 

several workshops towards the 2012 presidential election. 

We gathered civil society organizations and stakeholders to discuss key issues related to the presidential elec-
tion, share the experiences from the last presidential election in 2007, and generated the communiqué for the 

government and policy makers. It was really interesting to see how the civil society organization leads local 

populations through sensitizations and educations towards free and credible elections.   



Besides working for WANEP, I was doing my field research in Freetown for my MA Dissertation. I am inter-
ested in challenges of reintegration process of child soldiers after the 11 years civil conflict in Sierra Leone. I 

conducted the interviews with 14 child protection organizations to explore the present situations of former 

child soldiers and their community. Through the dialogues and discussions with the organizations, I could 
develop the further understanding of ongoing issues of former child soldiers and their communities, and how 

the civil conflict left legacies in society after the conflict.  

Future plan: I would like to work in the humanitarian assistance arena based in my country. After the earth-
quake in Japan, I feel a strong commitment to contribute my field experiences outside Japan to post-disaster 

reconstruction in Japan.  

 

Huot Sokunthea 
CAMBODIA 
Degree: MA Candidate - Conflict Resolution 

Sponsored by: Rotary Club of Phnom Penh Metro, 

District 3350 
Area of interest: Mediation, social capital, conflict and 

peace-building, politics, and poverty reduction 

Applied Field Experience: I worked as a volunteer in a 
Public Forum and Training Project under the Commu-

nity Empowerment Programme at the Cambodian Cen-

ter for Human Rights. The Cambodian Center for Hu-
man Rights (CCHR) is a non-political, independent, non

-governmental organization that works to promote and 

protect democracy and respect for human rights 
throughout the Kingdom of Cambodia. My work in-

volved promoting peaceful conflict resolutions through 

public forums where the villagers affected by economic 
land concession met with their authorities and parliamentarians to seek peaceful solutions to land disputes. I 

also provided training for villagers on land laws, human rights and advocacy skills. 

Career Plan/ Future Aspirations: I wish to work for the Royal Government of Cambodia to contribute to 
poverty reduction and post-conflict peace-building. 

 

 

Juliana Amal 
UGANDA 
Degree:  MA - Conflict, Security and Development 

Sponsored by:  Rotary Club of Gulu, District 9200 

Areas of Special Interest: Post conflict human rights ac-
countability, conflict management, education, gender empow-

erment, child soldiers, social justice, economic security, poli-

tics, media, propaganda and conflict. 
Applied Field Experience: Unlike other peace fellows, I was 

not able to do my AFE, but will be doing it in the coming 

months in the area of gender security and rights at the Boston 
Consortium for Gender Security and Rights. 

Future aspirations: To continue my commitment and passion 

to work for the betterment of the human race, and to lessen the 
work of the generations coming after us. Alongside this, I 

would like to set up a peace building and human rights school 

in Uganda to support the raising of a generation of peacemak-
ers and people who are sensitive to the rights of everyone. I am very hopeful that with the networks I have 

built through time, I will be able to make this dream a reality. 

 



Maria Masullo 
ITALY 
Degree: MA Candidate ï Conflict Resolution 
Sponsored by: Rotary Club of Cava dé Tirreni (SA) ï District 2100 

Areas of special interest: International Mediation and Negotiation, 

the European Unionôs capacities in conflict resolution; Regional 
focus on the Balkans and Caucasus. 

Applied Field Experience: For my AFE, I decided to combine an 

internship in Brussels at the no-profit organization ISIS Europe, with 
a very practical course, the Bologna Symposium on Conflict Preven-

tion Resolution and Reconciliation.  

During my internship at ISIS Europe my work was mainly focused 
on two activities. First, I organized a one-week event at the European 

Parliament in the framework of a 3-years project on ñPolitical par-

ticipation of women and girls in Afghanistan, DRC and Liberia in 
security and peace policyò, which gathered women active in the 

sector of peace-building in those countries. I also worked as Out-

reach Officer, liaising with all ISIS Europeôs partner organizations 
which publish articles and papers on the ISIS web-site related to the EUôs Common Security and Defense 

Policy.  

In addition to that, I also attended the Bologna Symposium, a four-week intensive training organized by the 
International Peace and Security Institute (IPSI), in cooperation with the Johns Hopkins University Paul H. 

Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). The Bologna Symposium was a unique experience 

because it combined a very comprehensive theoretical program on conflict management with a more practical 
intensive training in the practical skills of International Mediation and Negotiation. 

Future plans: One of the reasons why I decided to write my final MA dissertation on the impact and effec-

tiveness of the European integration policies on border conflicts was the gap in the literature about this topic, 
due also to the limited engagement of the European Union in conflict resolution. Because of that, I would like 

to continue my research on this topic and apply for a PhD at the European University Institute in Florence. 

Moreover, I would also like to work at the European External Action Service (EEAS). Alternatively, I would 
like to work in a NGO in Brussels in the sector of peace-building and conflict resolution, in order to advocate 

and promote an enhanced involvement of the EU in the non-violent resolution of conflicts.  

 
 

 

Jillian Larsen Okello 
USA 
Degree: MA Candidate ï Conflict, Security & Development 
Sponsored by: Rotary Clubs of Whidbey Island, District 5050 

Applied Field Experience:  I worked with the International Rescue 

Committeeôs Research, Evaluation and Learning Unit in both Thai-
land and Ethiopia.  I assisted with the initial qualitative assessment 

for the ñCaring for Child Survivorsò mental health study aimed at 

improving the well-being of children in refugee camps who have 
experienced trauma such as sexual violence. I also assisted the IRC 

Ethiopia Community Wellness Initiative on emergency response in 

Dolo Ado, Ethiopia. We undertook a rapid assessment to understand 
the safety and security concerns of women and girls from Somalia to 

better inform and influence a targeted Gender Based Violence   

response strategy. 
Future Aspirations: I would like to continue to work in research 

and advocacy, with the aim of assisting forced migrants to secure a better and more peaceful future for them-

selves and their families. 

 

http://www.jhubc.it
http://www.jhubc.it


OUR GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

Mark Segal,  

UK Department for  

International Development 
"From BSOS to Benghazi: life of a government 

conflict advisor" 
 

Mark Segal is a Senior Conflict Advisor at the British 

Government's Department for International Development 

in London where he works on policy issues around peace

-building and state-building. He is passionate about the 

need to link the two approaches, and to ensure that policy 

and programme responses to conflict and fragility are 

based on sound analysis and conflict sensitivity. He spent 

five years with DFID in Nepal (2001-06), but took a year 

off in 2007 to take the MA in Conflict Resolution at 

Bradford University. Since returning to the Department he has spent time working with colleagues 

on a number of highly conflict affected and fragile states including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Yemen 

and Libya.  

 

Chris Cushing 

Principal Research Fellow, 

Peace Studies 

University of Bradford 
 

ñFuture Challenges to the International 

Humanitarian System:  

2030 & Beyondò  
 

Chris has directed emergency humanitarian field operations in 14 wars in +24 countries 

in Europe, Africa and Asia for MSF, Red Cross, CARE, etc. He has also led diplomatic 

initiatives with the UN and the Canadian Government in another +20 crisis states. His 

main interest is on the future of the international humanitarian system and the conse-

quences of globalisation, climate change and violent conflict. He is a former military 

officer in the Canadian Forces and has experience with foreign intelligence services. He 

has completed +500 news media interviews in North and South America, Europe, Africa 

and Asia and consulted in the Philippines, Sri Lanka, London and New York. 

 



NEW SPEAKING ARRANGEMENTS FOR FELLOWS  
 

In recent years, there have been ever more requests for Peace Fellows to speak 

at ordinary Rotary club meetings. In fairness to the Fellows, whose first respon-

sibility must be their academic studies, this is not a good use of their time, and 

so we will no longer be asking Fellows to accept speaking engagements at 

óordinaryô Rotary meetings which would involve a lot of travelling time to give 

brief talks to comparatively small audiences. Instead, we will be concentrating 

on district-level engagements, or at least on engagements involving groups of 

clubs. 

To this end, we have invited districts in RIBI to ñAdopt a Peace Fellowò. There 

are only ten or so Fellows each year so, if every district takes up the idea, it will 

become roughly a three-yearly cycle. 

Sixteen districts asked to be involved in this initial experiment so we have had 

to carry five of those forward to next year. We hope that the districts which do 

have their ñownò Peace Fellow will invite Rotarians from neighbouring districts 

to any events they hold. We will continue to try to find speakers for district con-

ferences and similar events, 

but please do not ask for 

speakers for ordinary club 

meetings. 

We must also remind you 

that there are no funds to 

cover Fellowsô travel and 

associated expenses for 

speaking engagements. We 

ask districts to accept re-

sponsibility for costs and 

for Health and Safety, in-

cluding arranging and pay-

ing for transport in each 

direction, meals and over-

night accommodation if 

appropriate (which may be 

in a Rotarianôs home). 

 

This yearôs districts are 

shown in green on the map, 

with the districts carried 

forward in red: 



BRIEF DETAILS OF CLASS X (2011-2012) 
 

With the arrival of Class X, we are introducing new arrangements for 
Peace Fellows speaking commitments. Because of the demands of the 
academic programme, Fellows will no longer  be available to speak at club
-level. Please see the explanation of the new system  on the facing page 

 

Courtney Matson 
USA 
Sponsored by: Morristown Rotary Club, Morristown NJ 

Country of Citizenship: USA 
Language proficiency  English, Mandarin Chinese, French 

Education: BA, Middlebury College, VT ï degree in International 

Studies, East Asian Studies, Chinese concentration 
Areas of interest: The role of improved access to health care and 

basic health services in peace-building and stabilization efforts in 

conflict and post-conflict zones. 
Background: Courtney has been working in international develop-

ment and global health for more than 10 years. She has worked with 

leading agencies and donors, such as the Global Fund, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation, and the US Agency for International 

Development (USAID). She has focused her efforts on HIV/AIDS, 

Malaria and Tuberculosis in China and Africa, but has more recently 
focused her work on development in conflict and post-conflict re-

gions, especially Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

What do you plan to do with your RPF?: Pursue a career in international development and peace and con-
flict studies, working with national and multinational partners and institutions. 

 
Lisa Dittmar 
USA 
Sponsored by: Edmonds Daybreakers, District 5030 (Greater Puget 

Sound ï Seattle, WA)  

Language proficiency: English, Spanish  
Education: Certificate in Nonprofit Management, University of 

Washington (2010), Project Management Professional Certification 

(PMP) (2010), Centro Latinoamericano de la economia humana, 
estudio de mercosur (2005), BA in Business Administration ï Infor-

mation Systems (2004)  

Areas of interest: The role of microfinance and investment in peace 
keeping and development. Developing entrepreneurs in conflict and 

post-conflict countries with the aim of developing a stable economy 

and infrastructure.  
Background: Lisa has worked in development projects in Honduras, 

Costa Rica, and Uruguay. As a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar in 

2005, Lisa worked with Rotary on educational projects for Uruguayan 
youth. She has been a volunteer, in-country supervisor and member of the board of directors for Amigos de las 

Americas, a program helping young people get involved in sustainable community development throughout 
Latin America. Lisa has also been involved with Rotary projects in her district. Her professional background is 

in enterprise software consulting. 

What do you plan to do with your RPF?: Pursue a career in microfinance, entrepreneurship assistance pro-

grams, or nonprofit consulting. 



Flor Maria Yanez Alvarez 
MEXICO 
Sponsored by: Juarez Integra Rotary Club, District 4110, México. 
Language proficiency: Spanish, English, French, Japanese 

Academic & General Experience: MA Human Rights. Autono-

mous University of Chihuahua in collaboration with the National 
Human Rights Commission; MA Public Safety and Security. 

Police Training and Professionalization Institute of Chihuahua; 

Mediation Specialty. IREFAM; B.A. In Law, Autonomous Uni-
versity of Chihuahua. 

Rotary GSE Member in Maharashtra, India in 2009; Ambassador 

of good will in Japan for a year; Ambassador of Good Will in 
Switzerland for one semester. Political Science studies in Mont-

real, Quebec, Canada for one year. 

Areas of interest: Human Rights, Equality and Gender Perspective , International Development, Conflict 
Resolution, International and community mediation, Peace building. 

Extracurricular : Kendo, Dancing Tango, sports, expressionist painting, playing guitar and organ, reading, 

yoga. 
Background: In the state of Chihuahua I most recently worked as a Mediator and Criminal Public Defender. I 

have also worked in institutions that are for Womenôs Human Rights Defence, such as The Women Institute of 

Chihuahua and Women in Situation of Violence. My experience also includes working for the Government 
Pubic Security Department. I worked in the General Consulate of Mexico in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, in the 

department of security and human rights.  I was a group coordinator organizing  women to eradicate violence 

in the state of Chihuahua and Juarez. I worked for an organization to eradicate hunger in La Sierra Tarahu-
mara.  

What do you plan to do with your RPF?: More than ever, non violent alternatives are becoming more essen-

tial to resolve conflicts. For this reason the RPF will give me the opportunity to get closer to these alternative 
methods and train me extensively to be able to provide to the local and international community. We must 

learn the Culture of Peace as a process in order to resolve conflicts in a positive way. By doing this we have 

the opportunity to walk hand-in-hand in a sphere of fraternity, recognizing each other as legitimate equals. By 
doing so we can improve the peace process so compelling in the world and experience the achievements of a 

new International Culture of Peace. 

 

Natália Muto 
BRAZIL 
Sponsor Rotary Club: The Rotary Club of São Paulo - Brooklin, São 

Paulo-SP, District: 4610  

Language proficiency: Portuguese (native), English (fluent), Spanish 
(advanced) and French (intermediate).  

Education: International Relations Bachelorôs Degree (2006), inter-

rupted (2011) an specialization in Management of Social Projects in 
Organizations of the Third Sector.  

Area of special interest: social and economic development, human 

rights, peacekeeping and peace building, public policy, international 
politics.  

Background to RPF Award: My last job was at GIFE ï Group of 

Institutions, Foundations and Enterprises ï a non-profit network that 
brings together business, family, community and independent organi-

zations that invest in projects with public purpose. Its mission is to 

improve and disseminate concepts and practices for the use of private 
resources for the development of the common good, thereby helping 

to promote sustainable development in Brazil. Previously, I have 

worked for the Brazilian Ministry of External Relations in São Paulo, 
in protocol and as the assistant to the chief of the office, who is currently an Ambassador of the Brazilian 

Ministry of External Relations. I had also been through a volunteer internship within the United Nations Vol-



unteer Program in Kazakhstan and within a NGO in India which works with human rights and development. 
Besides that, during university I had been much involved with volunteer projects in peace oriented organiza-

tions such as AIESEC and CISV, both working with interchange of graduate students and children to different 

cultures aiming cultural understanding and peace building.  
What are you going to do with your RPF: The MA in conflict, security and development, which is the one I 

am keen to attend, will be fundamental for my career in international conflict resolution and development. In 

Brazil there are not many courses covering this area of interest, which made it difficult for me to focus my 
career exactly in what I really wanted. I am pretty interested in social and economic development, and I have 

been very close to it working at GIFE, but I miss the international perspective of it, especially related to con-

flict regions, which is not too much part of the reality of the country. My main focus after getting the Masterôs 
degree is joining UNDP or other international organizations working with conflict and development. 

 

Tatiana Minbaeva 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Sponsored by: District 2220 
Country of Citizenship: Russian Federation 

Language proficiency: Russian, English, German 

Undergraduate degree: Global Economy 
Areas of interest: Having an economic background, Tatiana's 

special interest lies in understanding the intersection of peace 

building and economics.  She would like to explore and research 
the effect of micro economic processes on peace building at the 

regional level, discover ways to address issues in developing 

countries through developing sustainable relationships between 
ñweakò and ñpowerfulò actors, and to enable a new theory of 

peace to engage in the process of responsible management and 

economic growth. 
Background: Tatiana's academic and professional experience had 

been tied to her personal life in a quest for building peace and searching for answers to injustice, violence and 

corruption. Since 2003 she has been associated in different capacities with an organization working in the field 
of reconciliation, peace building and human security.  

 

Sarah Oxford 
USA 
Sponsored by: The Rotary Club of Menlo Park, District 5150, 
Califonia, United States 

Language proficiency: English (native), French (fluent), Span-

ish (conversational) and Fulfulde (conversational) 
Undergraduate degree: BA International Studies and French 

Literature - Sewanee: The University of the South 

Areas of interest: Grassroots community development; sustain-
able development; microfinance; human rights; conflict preven-

tion and peace building 

Background: In 2006 I co-founded the non-profit, Breaking 
Ground. Breaking Ground partners with Cameroonians to 

achieve lasting solutions to their self-identified needs by invest-

ing in local knowledge, empowering women, and promoting 
economic development. One village at a time, our work jump-

starts Cameroonians' own innovative solutions to their basic needs, providing communities with immediate 

relief to their most pressing problems.  My experiences in Cameroon coupled with my work in the non-profit 
sector encouraged me to continue in the field of peace studies and conflict prevention. 

What do you plan to do with your RPF:  I look forward to expanding my skills in mediation and conflict 

prevention. I will adapt the skills I learn at Bradford and apply the Rotary mission to the work I do in the field 
of international development. 



Paul Nyibek 
CANADA 
Sponsored by: The Rotary Club of Edmonton Mayfield, District 
5370, Canada 

Language proficiency: English, Arabic, Shilluk, Dinka and Nuer. 

Basic German. 
Academic Experience: MA in International Relations and Com-

parative Politics (expected to obtain in August) ï University of 

Alberta. B.A. with Honors in Political Science, Certificate in Peace 
& Post-Conflict Studies, and Certificate in Globalization & Gov-

ernance ï University of Alberta. Diploma in Business Administra-

tion & Accounting ï the Commercial Technical Institute-Roda, 
Cairo, Egypt . Awarded Queen Elizabeth II Graduate Scholarship, 

University of Alberta Undergraduate Scholarship, and A H Earl 

Joudrie Scholarship in 2009 and 2010 . Recipient of the Govern-
ment of Alberta and the University of Alberta scholarships for the Washington Center for Internships & Aca-

demic Seminars in 2009. 

Areas of interest: include, but are not limited to, the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) on which he wrote his 
undergraduate thesis, Critical IR, Security Studies, International Humanitarian Law, Resources Development, 

Human Rights and Environment, and Peace and Conflict Resolution. 

Background: Paul Nyibek is a scholar, a human right advocate, and a community organizer with intense 
commitment to global politics and peace and security issues. This commitment stems from his personal story 

and background. He has seen firsthand the dire consequences of lack of security and peace growing up in 

South Sudan. Many people were fleeing their homes due to the violent conflict when the lives of a ferryman 
and family of three whose boat had capsized while crossing the river depended on his swift action. Auda-

ciously, he rose to the challenge despite the fact that he was just a child. This incident shaped his life and 

accounted for his long-time fascination with politics and war and peace issues. At an early age, he took part in 
activities such as student council, publishing wall newspapers, protesting against the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund, and the policies of the Sudanese regime. These activities did help him to develop 

a sense of concern for social and global issues and a genuine desire to be an agent of peace. At the age of 15, 
he left his home and family, and fled to Egypt, to escape the draconian policies of compulsory military service. 

In Cairo he developed leadership capabilities through student government, community organizing and political 

activism before moving to Canada in October 1997. Paul has more than eight years experience working with 
children and youth. He cofounded the African Cultural Society in Cairo, Egypt in the mid-1990s to provide 

health awareness about diseases such as HIV/AIDS to southern Sudanese refugees in Egypt. Besides being a 

full -time postgraduate student, Paul is also a Youth Facilitator (African Youth Leadership Program) with the 
University of Calgary (Faculty of Social Work) and Africa Centre in Edmonton, Alberta. 

What do you plan to do with your RPF?: Pursue a career aspiring to foster advanced research and practical 

field experience in areas of peace and conflict resolution. The RPF offers an indispensable knowledge in these 
areas which are imperative for the advancement of a culture of peace and tolerance whether in the academia, 

government or NGOs. 

 
 

Maria Victoria Gabioud 
ARGENTINA 
Sponsored by: Rotary Club of Boulogne Sur Mer, District 4825 
Language proficiency : Spanish, English, French, Portuguese, 

Italian 

Background: Iôm 28 years old and lived in Buenos Aires for the 
last 10 years. I am from a city called Concordia, next to the 

frontier with Uruguay. Like most of the young people in Argen-

tina from the ñrestò of the country, when I finished secondary 
school I came to study in Buenos Aires. My parents and grand-

mothers still live there, so I go every month to visit them. I have  

one brother and sister living in Buenos Aires, and one brother 



living in Puerto Madryn (Patagonia).  
I have a Degree and a Masters in International Relations, Iôve studied at Belgrano University and Lausanne 

University (Switzerland). Living one year abroad was an excellent opportunity to live in a different country 

and culture, well for me it was not so different because my family has Swiss origins, but it was my first experi-
ence abroad.  

Iôve applied for the MA in Peace Studies because I want to focus my career in the social sector and especially 

in the humanitarian field.  
When I first read about this fellowship I thought it was right for me. I did not know so much about the Univer-

sity and the city, but then when I read about them I knew it was a nice place to study and live.  

Areas of interest: Human Rights, Peace-keeping operations, Refugees, Environmental Development, Migra-
tions, International Politics. 

 

 

Robert Sijstermans 
NETHERLANDS 
Sponsor Rotary Club: The Rotary Club Oegstgeest, District: 

1600 

Language proficiency:   Dutch (native), English (fluent), 
German (fluent), French (fluent), Spanish (moderate) and 

Arabic (moderate). 

Education: MA International and European Law, Human 
Rights Specialisation, Clingendael Institute: International 

Security, University of Utrecht: Contemporary and interna-

tional conflict management. 
Area of special interest: Human rights and HIV/

AIDS, international conflict-security and development, inter-

national security organisations, international politics. 
Background to RPF Award: Previously I worked at univer-

sity as a research-assistant on Early Conflict Warning with 

regard to Human Rights after which I started to work for 
the ministry of Foreign Affairs on Human Rights and HIV/

AIDS in Africa.  

I later was stationed in West-Africa for the Dutch Government 
where I could experience development work through the eyes 

of different organisations. I currently work as  policy advisor 

and coordinate several national and international security related projects. I develop policy measures on these 
topics and advise colleagues and other agencies. I've been active as a volunteer on legal advice, peace is-

sues and mediation since my study. I have a personal interest in the Middle-East, Pakistan/India and Africa. 

What are you going to do with your RPF?: I see the Rotary Peace Fellowship as an enormous professional 
and personal opportunity which will allow me to dedicate myself to this cause. I've applied for the MA in 

conflict, security and development, which is the MA that combines my previous experiences in the develop-

ment sector with the current experiences as a policy advisor on security issues.  I believe that this MA is a 
seamless transition from my earlier experiences to allow me to take the next step towards expertise of this 

area.  

I consider myself to be a 'pracademic', someone who believes theory should be used in a practical way and 
vice-versa. I believe the University of Bradford has this in mind when teaching on conflict issues, that is the 

reason why I applied for Bradford. The applied MA in Bradford will allow me to gain proficient experience 

and knowledge in the fields that I've been connected to over the last 10 years. I am very much looking forward 
to interacting with dedicated people from all around the world and learning from their experiences.  

In the future I see myself working in conflict areas and/or international security related organisations together 
with my wife, an International Health expert. So, in a way, the RPF also allows me to pursue our personal 

dream of working on Conflict & Health related issues abroad.   

 

 

 

 



Ana Laura Zavala Guillén 
ARGENTINA 
Sponsored by: Rotary Club Jean Thomson- District N° 4915. 
Language proficiency: English and Spanish. 

Academic Experience: Master in Fundamental Rights: Hu-

man Rights Institute "Bartolomé de las Casas", University 
Carlos III of Madrid, Spain. Recipient Fellowship awarded by 

the Fundación Carolina. Candidate MA in Human Rights: 

Human Rights Institute, National University of La Plata, 
Argentina. Recipient Fellowship awarded by the Canadian 

International Development Agency and the Network for 

Education and Research in Human Rights Interamerican 
Institute of Human Rights. Barrister and Solicitor: National 

University of La Plata, Argentina. 

Field Experience: I have always pursued ensuring victims 
have access to justice. During my first year of studies for a 

law degree, I became involved as a volunteer in a local group of Amnesty International Argentina. Since then, 

my work in this international movement has increasingly grown, as I progressed from positions of local level 
responsibility to supranational representation.  

In 2003, I travelled to Guatemala and advocated victims who had survived the genocide committed by the 

military forces. I was focused on giving assistance to indigenous women victims of sexual violence. Besides, I 
participated in several criminal investigations, for example, the homicide of Bishop Gerardi, peace leader, who 

was murdered after publishing the report which documents human rights violations. 

During my postgraduate studies in Madrid, I litigated at the National Court of Madrid in criminal cases based 
on the universal jurisdiction. Besides, I visited the Sahrawi refugee camps located in Algeria, gathering testi-

monies to support the criminal investigation related to the commission of international crimes during the last 

armed conflict in this area. 
Back in my country, I worked for the General Prosecutor Office taking part in the prosecution of individuals 

for the commission of crimes against humanity during the last Argentinean dictatorship, focusing on the sexual 

violence against women prisoners in the concentration camps. Furthermore, I established guidelines related to 
comprehensive care of victims, witnesses and relatives.   

Areas of interest: Human Rights; Transitional Justice; Sustainable development; Peace building; psychosocial 

care programs for victims of armed conflicts; Prevention of genocide and mass atrocities. 
 

 

Avraham Levi 
ISRAEL 
Sponsored by: Tel Aviv Club, Israel, District 2490 
Language proficiency:   Hebrew / English 

Undergraduate degree:   B.A Psychology & General Studies 

Areas of interest:   Fair Trade, Peace Building Practices, 
Environment, Activism, Civil and Social Rights, Family & 

Children, Computer Maintenance, Bicycle Riding, Countryside 

Travelling, Cooking 
Background:   Father of two children (3, 11), Initiator of 

Israeli ï Palestinian cooperation projects, Director of Environ-

mental Organization. 
What do you plan to do with your RPF?   1. Try to improve 

individual and communities lives within the Israeli Palestinian 

conflict, and promote to the end of this conflict. 2. Improve my personal academic and practical skills and 
become more active in the international growing community of Peace promoters 


