EMMANUEL.
Within a blink of an eye, his dream of becoming a doctor was no more. It happened quickly. Looking back, he had never dreamt of working as a night security guard. As a young boy whose life had been affected by conflict at an early age, Emmanuel’s family had been displaced by conflict away from their home in Lowakuj in north eastern Uganda. Emmanuel was only 7 years but they quickly got integrated into the new Karenga community about 100Kms away from their original home. Although Karenga experiences raids from the armed cattle rustlers, the frequency of raids is not as worse as Lowakuj.

As an ‘immigrant’ family, they had to do casual labor in order to raise income and food for the family. In order to support his parents and four siblings, Emmanuel worked in people’s farms and did other causal labor in exchange for food. He later enrolled in a primary school and was later to become an icon of academic excellence in the school. It soon became clear that the top position in his class was a reserve for him. He was very gifted in all areas—leadership, debating, cleanliness—and discipline. The school was very proud of him. Within a short time, a boy who had been known as ‘displaced’ ‘immigrant’ became an academic star. His status instantly changed and he gained so many friends at school. 

In 1996 when the National Primary Leaving Examination results were released, Emmanuel had emerged a top district performer. His performance excited the school which offered to sponsor him to secondary school. As usual he continued to be the best performer. But this was short lived as he later dropped out of school in senior three (S.3), one year before he could do his final examinations. There was no one to support him financially. As usual, he went on to do causal jobs in order to save money to resume school. His father who had been a source of support to the family died in 1998 from a short illness. 

Emmanuel has since changed casual jobs more than five times. For one year, he worked as a Shamba boy in a private home, but he was not paid. He left to work for another family as a houseboy in western Uganda for two years (2007-2009), but also left due to poor working conditions and stigma that he was subjected to as a vulnerable boy from the ‘cattle rustling’ tribe.

Last year, Emmanuel applied to work for a security company as a night guard. Although the minimum qualification for the position was ‘O’ level certificate which he did not have as he dropped out of school one year before he could get these qualifications, he was given the job because he outshined his colleagues who had even better academic credentials.  Today, he is a night security guard with a security company in Kampala, the capital of Uganda. He earns a salary of £25 per month which to him is much better than what he was earning as a houseboy. With this salary, Emmanuel is still determined to save some money to resume studies. He has two options, either to go back to where he stopped or go to a driving school as a last resort. All of these choices depend on the availability of money by the end of this year. 
To support Emmanuel go back to School, Please buy the cookies outside the seminar room during any of the breaks, plus any of the items at the Emmanuel Solidarity Stall outside the seminar room. 

Donations are also accepted.
